9. THE THREE MARGAS -
KARMA MARGA

Swami - "My dear children, yesterday I spoke to you about spiritual
hunger and the importance of seeking God. But you may have started
to wonder, just how to do that. How does one go about seeking God,
you may well ask, my children. Well, the ancient rishis, the wise sages
of yore had systematically chalked out a plan. They had discovered a
three-fold path to God and they gave these paths names. It's just like a
'Triveni Sangam\ All the three roads will meet at one point - the
destination, namely God. Now let me tell you clearly about the three
Margas or pathways, roads or routes. They are the Karma, Jnana
and Bhakthi Margas. Perhaps you remember that I have already
touched upon these three margas in a previous lecture. Let me talk on
Karma Marga today.

The lay man understands the word 'Karma' to mean just fate.

When something unpleasant happens to him, he says, "That is my karma,

my fate". Alright, that is one meaning of the term, the lay meaning. But

the more important meaning is 'Action'. It means the path of seva or

service. Karma marga means, therefore, the path of seva or service.

Karma marga means therefore, the pathway to God through selfless

service to others. This is very dear to God. Serve suffering humanity,

aid the needy, help the hungry and homeless and God will be most

pleased with you and will shower His Blessings and bounteous Grace

on you. A word of caution here. The type of karma you should practise

is Nishkama Karma, that is selfless service. Do not ask for or expect

any reward or praise, prize or benefit - either material or spiritual. Just

serve others for the sake of serving them because you feel love for

them, feel compassion for their suffering. Today, great many rich men

go about endowing orphanages and old homes with vast sums of money,

in the hope that their names will be published in the newspapers. They

build temples hoping that their names will be carved on the foundation

stone. No, this is not real karma or seva at all. This is selfish service,

done only forpersonal reward, name and fame. Better then, that they

do not perform any service at all. I am not saying that it is wrong to

give donations to charitable organisations, orphanages and such like.
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